VAZHAKUNNAM, AS A NATIONAL INTEGRATOR

"The dmms beat

The conch blew
'Neath the pearl-decked

Wedding place
Madhusudan, my Lord,

The hope of all,
He came, and I dreamt

That he held my hand"

Andal6

Telugu Kirtans ofTyagaraja, lyrics ofMira, Ramayana of
Tulsidas and devotional prayers of Andal or Tayumanavar are
carried from place to place by the song lovers and devotees. In
the heart of the Malayalam devotee we find the lines of
Vazhakunnam or Ottur Unni Nambudiripad. The Malayalee takes
it wherever he goes. The people of other states accept it just as
we accept the poems of Mira and Andal. So the devotional
songs are accepted by people nationwide irrespective of the
limitations of languages. Vazhakunnam, the poet, by having writ-
ten a good number of devotional songs, verses and prayers has
contributed to this emotional unification.

. "Vazhakunnam by going through Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Kamataka, Andhrapradesh etc. with his stories on Gumvayumppa

6.  Quoted by Prema Nandakumar, Andal, Devotional poets and
Mystics Part-1, Publiations Division, Govt. of India, New Delhi,
1983, p.49.
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